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This Foster Care Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into on __________________, by and between:
Countryside Animal Rescue (“CAR”), a nonprofit organization with its principal address at:  
 3410 Guerneville Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403 and
Foster Caregiver: ____________________________________________ (“Foster”)  
 with residence at:  
  ______________________________________________________________________

Together, the Rescue and the Foster are referred to as the “Parties.”

1. Purpose
The Rescue places the following puppy/dog (the “Animal”) with the Foster solely for temporary care, housing, and supervision until adoption, permanent placement, or return to the Rescue:

· Name: ___________________________________
· Breed/Description: ___________________________
· Approximate Age:____________  Sex: ___________

The Foster acknowledges that the Rescue always retains sole legal ownership of the Animal during the term of this Agreement.

2. Term of Agreement
This Agreement commences on the date written above and continues until terminated by either Party.
The Foster agrees to return the Animal immediately upon the Rescue’s request or if the Foster can no longer provide adequate care.

3. Foster’s Duties
The Foster agrees to:
1. Provide a safe, clean, and humane environment for the Animal. 
2. Provide adequate food, water, shelter, exercise, and companionship appropriate for a dog/puppy. 
3. Keep the Animal in your home and yard for at least the first week, allowing time to decompress.
4. Always keep a collar with identification on the Animal. 
5. When outdoors, provide a secure fenced area, including shelter from the elements.
6. Administer all medications and treatments prescribed by a veterinarian or the Rescue.
7. Transport the Animal to veterinary appointments and adoption events as required. 
8. Keep the foster animal under control, either on a leash or within the confines of a fenced area when outdoors.
9. Permit the Rescue to conduct home visits with reasonable notice.
10. Contact the Rescue immediately in the event of illness, injury, loss, or concerning behavior.

The Foster agrees to NOT:
1. Overwhelm the Animal with people, places, and things for the first 2 weeks.
2. Take the Animal to any Dog Parks.
3. Abandon, sell, transfer, or otherwise relinquish custody of the Animal to any third party.
4. Allow any person under the age of 18 years to walk the Animal.
5. Have the Animal off-leash, unless in a fenced backyard.
6. Use retractable leashes, prong collars, choke chains, or e-collars, and leashes longer than 6 ft.
7. Tie up or chain the Animal at any time.
8. Allow the Animal to ride in the back of a truck unless in a secured crate.
9. Leave the Animal in a car for an extended period of time, especially in hot weather. 
10. Take the Animal to friends' houses with dogs unless given permission.
11. Allow friends' dogs to come to the house without permission.

4. Rescue’s Duties
The Rescue agrees to:
1. Retain legal ownership of the Animal at all times.
2. Provide supplies, food, or reimbursements as agreed in advance.
3. Offer reasonable support and resources to assist the Foster with the Animal’s care.

5. Veterinary Care
- The Rescue shall cover the costs of veterinary care provided to the Animal, as long as treatment is administered by veterinarians approved by the Rescue.
- In the event the Animal sustains injury or illness due to the Foster’s negligence, the Foster may be held financially liable for all related veterinary expenses.
- The Foster shall not seek or authorize any veterinary treatment without obtaining prior written or verbal consent from the Rescue, except in life-threatening emergencies. In such situations, the Foster must notify the Rescue at the earliest opportunity. (Refer to Emergency Contact Numbers.)

6. Adoption
- The Foster acknowledges that all adoption decisions, including applicant screening, placement, and final approval, rest solely with the Rescue.
- The Foster may apply to adopt the Animal but must complete the Rescue’s adoption process and pay applicable fees.

7. Vacation
- If the Foster plans a vacation or needs to go out of town, with notice, arrangements can be made for the Animal to be boarded at the Rescue's facility or for another foster caregiver to care for the Animal.

8. Insurance and Liability
1. Rescue’s Insurance:
- The Rescue maintains general liability coverage for its operations, which may include incidents arising from animals under its legal ownership. However, such insurance may not extend to incidents occurring within the Foster’s private residence or under the Foster’s personal supervision.

2. Foster’s Insurance:
- The Foster is encouraged to maintain valid homeowner’s, renter’s, or personal liability insurance sufficient to cover damages or injuries that may occur in connection with the Animal’s presence or behavior while in Foster’s care. 
- The Rescue shall not be liable for any property damage, veterinary expenses (other than pre-approved medical care), personal injury, or other losses arising out of or relating to the Animal’s actions while in the Foster’s custody.

3. Indemnification:
- The Foster agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Rescue, its directors, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers from and against any claims, demands, damages, liabilities, losses, costs, and expenses (including reasonable attorney’s fees) resulting from or related to:
  - Injury or damage caused by the Animal while under the Foster’s care;
  - The Foster’s negligence or failure to comply with this Agreement;
  - Any breach of the terms herein.

9. Liability and Indemnification
1. The Foster acknowledges that animals may cause property damage and may bite, scratch, or otherwise injure people, other animals, or property.
2. The Foster accepts custody of the Animal at their own risk and agrees to assume full responsibility for any injury, loss, or damage to persons, animals, or property caused by the Animal while in the Foster’s care.
3. The Foster agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Rescue, its officers, directors, employees, and volunteers from any claims, damages, liabilities, losses, costs, and expenses (including reasonable attorney’s fees) arising out of or relating to the Animal’s behavior, care, or custody while placed with the Foster.

10. Termination
- This Agreement may be terminated at any time by either Party, with or without cause.
- Upon termination, the Foster shall return the Animal to the Rescue immediately.

11. Governing Law
- This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of California.

Signatures
Rescue/Organization Representative: 
Name: ___________________________________  
Signature: _________________________________  
Date: ____________

Foster Parent:  
Name: ___________________________________  
Signature: ___________________________________  
Date: ____________
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